
Christmas Helping Hand Up $50,000 Matching Grant = $100,000 in Poverty Relief 

Thanks to the Christmas Helping Hand Up $50,000 Matching Grant we have been able to 

ease the pains of poverty for 57 senior citizens, the handicapped, veterans, single mothers, 

children and working poor family members in our communities. We began this matching 

grant on December 12, 2025, and last week we completed the distribution of funds to those 

most in need of poverty relief.   

100% of all funds donated to the Christmas Helping Hand Up $50,000 Matching Grant were 

used to provide the following assistance:  

Rent & Shelter: $25,622.58 

Thanks to the Christmas Helping Hand Up $50,000 Matching Grant, two elderly women 

were given peace of mind while undergoing cancer treatments that left them unable to pay 

their rent. After spending two months in a motel and a homeless shelter, a homeless couple 

was provided with their first month’s rent and security deposit to secure stable housing. 

A grandmother caring for her two disabled adult grandchildren received critical rental 

assistance to keep a roof over their heads. A young woman was given several months of rent 

while she recovered from brain surgery. A single mother of three children, who lost her job 

after a serious fall and multiple surgeries, was also able to remain in her home because of this 

support. 

Thank you for making this vital part of our poverty relief efforts possible. 

Utilities: $7,800  (Electric $4,900 • Gas $2,100 • Water $800)         

Gas, electric, and water bills were paid for those most vulnerable to the devastating effects of 

utility disconnection. Your generous donations, matched dollar for dollar through the 

Christmas Helping Hand Up $50,000 Matching Grant, made this critical assistance possible. 

For many the rising costs of food, rent, prescription medications, and other basic necessities 

often make it extremely difficult to keep up with utility payments. Because of this matching 

grant, 14 of our fellow neighbors were able to keep their lights on, their water running, and 

their homes safe and warm. 

Food: $6,116.96 

Your generous donations, matched by the Christmas Helping Hand Up $50,000 Matching 

Grant, helped lift the burden of hunger from many individuals and families struggling with 

food insecurity. Because of this support, children, senior citizens, veterans, working-poor 

families, single mothers, and individuals with disabilities were saved from the very real pains 

of hunger.  



Nutritious fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, dairy products, meats and other wholesome 

staples are always needed, yet they are often the hardest for people on tight budgets to afford. 

Thanks to this matching grant, fresh and healthy food was provided to those who needed it 

most, restoring not only physical strength but also peace of mind. 

Household Necessities: $3,731.39                                  

Your generous donations, matched through the Christmas Helping Hand Up $50,000 

Matching Grant, provided essential household items to many senior citizens, single mothers, 

children, and working-poor families striving to rebuild their lives. Sheets, blankets, towels, 

cleaning supplies, vacuums, and other necessities were placed into the hands of those who 

otherwise could not afford them. 

For the individuals and families, especially those moving on from homeless shelters and even 

an elderly couple living in their car, these simple household goods are often completely out 

of reach. Thanks to this matching grant, we were able to ensure that many families moving 

into stable housing had not only a roof over their heads, but also the fresh start they so deeply 

deserved.           

Toiletries: $1,812.21 

Your generous support has also allowed us to provide essential toiletries to those living in 

poverty. These items that are necessary for health, dignity, and daily living are often 

unaffordable for our fellow creations struggling to survive. Soap, shampoo, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, diapers, deodorant, feminine hygiene products, and other personal care 

essentials were distributed to children, seniors, the homeless, veterans and working-poor 

families. Because of your kindness, individuals were able to maintain personal hygiene, 

preserve their dignity, and face each day with renewed confidence and hope. 

 

Transportation: $42,701.34   

Once again, our largest area of assistance was transportation. For many, reliable 

transportation is the critical link between stability and poverty. Without it, maintaining 

employment becomes nearly impossible, and the risk of job loss and homelessness increases 

dramatically. 

Some recipients were driving vehicles that were unsafe and beyond repair. Others had no 

vehicle at all and were relying on transportation services, an expensive solution, or friends 

and neighbors for rides, an unreliable solution. Through your generosity, three carefully 

reviewed vehicles were purchased for individuals who needed dependable transportation to 

remain employed. 

In addition, we made car payments, completed extensive repairs on three vehicles that were 

worth restoring, and installed new tires on three cars to ensure safer travel. Gas gift cards 



were also provided to these recipients and many others struggling with the cost of gas for 

medical appointments and long commutes to jobs. Every dollar was stretched responsibly so 

that as many people as possible could secure the reliable transportation they need to work 

and to care for their families.  

Beds: $3,134.50                       

Because of your generosity, six low-income senior citizens and disabled individuals, were 

able to receive new beds. Too often, people living in poverty sleep on worn-out mattresses, 

couches, or the floor because replacing a bed simply isn’t financially possible. A safe, 

comfortable bed is essential for proper rest, healing, and overall health. Thanks to your 

support these individuals will now have the comfort of a restful night’s sleep. 

Handicapped Assistance: $2,377.08                

A young quadriplegic woman was left stranded in her workplace parking lot when the 

wheelchair lift on her vehicle suddenly failed, cutting off her ability to return home. Thanks 

to this matching grant, we were able to cover the necessary repairs to restore the lift and pay 

for a motel room when she could not get home while the lift was being repaired. This young 

woman and her caregiver mother are very grateful for the support from The Time is Now to 

Help that allowed her to maintain a job and her independence. 

Home Repairs: $6,703.94 

Your generosity also made critical home repairs possible for people living in unsafe 

conditions. A new heater was installed in a mobile home where the occupants had been 

enduring cold temperatures without heat. A family living without a functioning furnace 

received a new furnace, restoring safety and comfort to their home. An elderly couple, 

previously homeless and finally settled into stable housing, was blessed with the installation 

of a washer and dryer to ease their physical burden. These repairs provided lifesaving, life 

changing assistance to the most vulnerable. 

Grand Total: $100,000.00 

Thank “You” and God Bless “You” for making the Christmas Helping Hand Up $50,000 

Matching Grant a success and for the many lives touched by your compassion and 

generosity.  

We also want to let you know your donations can continue to be doubled at this time thanks 

to the Family Foundation 2026 $40,000 Matching Grant, allowing your donations to reach 

twice as many people struggling due to poverty.  

Health & Happiness, Love & God Bless Everyone, Sal 



Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow 

creations need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable 
to: The Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to 

Help is a federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization. You will receive a tax 

deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how 100% of your donation was used for 

providing poverty relief.           

 Please visit our website to read more of our past and current columns and/or 

to make a donation: www.timeisnowtohelp.org    Please go to the home page, follow 

the yellow highlighted link that says WC Letters to see current and past columns.  

 A Very Special Thank You: Christmas Helping Hand Up Donors, Family 

Foundation, Wayne and Beverly Hilbelink, Kunes Family Foundation, Ziegler Charitable 

Foundation, Paul Ziegler, Dr. Mark and Cynthia Brower, Gerry and Kae Venema, Bonnie 
Glennon, Glenn and Diane Lemanczyk, A.G. Cox Charity Trust, Joan Thompson, Budget 

Blinds, Michael and Mary Alice Deutsch, Anderson Moran Construction, Corey Gray, 

HomeTown Auto Exchange, John and Nancy Hoffman, Lake Geneva Economic 

Development, Randall and Susan Hofberger, Lake Geneva Area Realty, Knights of 

Columbus Lake Geneva, Kim and Nancy Holmgren, Edward Walchak and Heidi 
Voorhees, Robert and Anne Redmer, Aileen Hodges, Kathleen Gallagher, George and 

Lauretta Clettenberg, Warren and Donna Kohnke, Delavan United Methodist Church, 

Beth and Jody Rendall, Duane and June DeYoung, JN Hackman, Carol Hinners, Joyce 

Stickney, Mary Dunham, Kelleher Family, LLC, all of our anonymous donors and ALL 
of you who support The Time Is Now to Help. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now 

donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.     

 Prayer Chain: The power of prayer and positive thoughts comes from the true 

healer, our Lord answering our prayers. Please pray for healing for the following people: 

Trae, Bill, Brian, Mike, Sylvia, Megan, Kayla, Maria C., Judy, Scott, Annie, Marilyn, 
Brandon, Helen, Dennis, Mary, Joseph, Jordan, Jean, Tom L., Dr. Peter, Matthew, Pam 

E., Jenene B., John S., Patricia H., Wendy, Eric, Anthony, Mary, Charlie, Tom P., 

Christina, Billy, Mike, Cheryl, Bryan E., Betty, Ellie, Concetta, Cheryl, Kirubel M., 

Wanda L., Joan, Bruce, and Andy.   

.                      

Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org     

 

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/
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