
We are happy to announce the Bernie & Nancy Labovitch $36,000 Matching Grant. They 
have contributed generously to The Time Is Now to Help for many years but this year felt 
moved to make their donation a matching grant opportunity. This is such good news for our 
charity and the many people we help. The holidays will soon be behind us and then winter 
looms long and cold for many people turning to us for assistance. Thanks to “You” and the 
Bernie & Nancy Labovitch $36,000 Matching Grant it will be warm and bright and filled 
with the caring and sharing that we will provide together!  

Dear W.C., 

I heard about your organization from a friend at my church. You had recently helped her 
through a very difficult situation and she recommended your organization highly. She said 
you bought her and her two children new beds and clothes after they lost everything in a fire. 
She said you put new tires on her car and had it repaired. She also said you paid her first 
month’s rent and security deposit in a new apartment. She was still in shock over the help 
you provided and she said over and over how you saved them from homelessness and from 
losing her job. She really thought you could help me. I am a senior citizen on a fixed income. 
I live frugally and try very hard to stay within my budget. I live in a home that I rent and still 
drive to my part-time job. I do all the work around the house to keep it nice and I also help 
the other seniors in my neighborhood by sometimes cooking for them when they are sick and 
driving them to shopping and doctor’s appointments. Unfortunately I am no longer able to do 
either of those things now because my car broke down and so did my refrigerator. My lease 
recently ended and my landlord decided to not renew the lease and put the house up for sale. 
He said I could stay and pay month to month but refuses to have the refrigerator fixed and 
won’t sign a lease. I am unable to save up enough for a security deposit somewhere else and 
I can’t afford to have my refrigerator or car fixed. This is not how I pictured spending my 
holidays or any days. I hope and pray you can help me.  

Dear Readers, 

As the holidays grew closer and closer we received more and more requests for help. Some 
people were asking for help with Christmas gifts, but that is not what our charity is for. We 
will be busy helping the poverty stricken in our communities with utility assistance, food, 
rent payments and car repairs right through Christmas and New Year’s Day. We often are 
late for holiday meals or work late into the night to make sure someone receives the gift of 
poverty relief. If there are children in the home where we are providing assistance our 
volunteers may purchase gifts or provide gift cards so the parents can pick out presents for 
their children. We work hard to make sure people are not suffering in poverty, to make sure 
our fellow creations are not living without food, utilities and shelter not just during the 
holidays but year round.  



When we called the woman we had previously helped, that was referred to in this senior 
woman’s letter, we heard even more good things about what the letter writer does to help 
others. We heard about how she volunteers at church for many events. We heard about how 
she drives several elderly parishioners to church each Sunday and always offers to drop off 
meals to shut ins. These are the kind of people I am moved to help because I know in 
addition to the poverty relief this woman would feel, our assistance also means relief to the 
many people touched by this woman’s caring heart. After speaking to the woman that 
referred us I knew I had to pay a visit to this senior woman.  

Knowing this woman was living without a refrigerator and transportation that was a lifeline 
not only to her but also to other people that depend on her, I went to see her immediately. I 
arrived at the address provided and knocked on the door of a small home. Seeing how well 
she had kept it up outside and the good neighborhood I knew she would have to find a rental 
soon as it would probably sell quickly. In a moment the door was opened by a senior woman 
who was friendly and once she knew who I was enthusiastically invited me inside. She was 
bubbly and energetic and everything I thought she might be, and then some.  

When I entered the small home I saw she had kept the inside as nicely as the outside. 
Everything was clean and in its place. I looked around the room and saw the belongings were 
older but still looked nearly new. The woman showed me around the few small rooms and 
we sat to talk in the living room. When I commented on how nicely everything looked she 
said, “Well, I don’t have any family or pets anymore and my friends are all too old to visit 
now so it’s just me.” I heard the sadness and loneliness in her voice when she said this. I saw 
the pain in her eyes when she looked around at the photos hung in groups on the wall. I 
followed her gaze to the pictures of family and pets and wondered why she was now all 
alone. When she noticed me looking at the pictures she got up and asked me to look at the 
pictures with her. I followed her from photo to photo and she told me the names and events 
in each picture.  I saw Christmas’s past with a young boy and presents. I saw her when she 
was younger with her own elderly parents. I saw the old wedding photo and she cried as she 
told me how her husband had died from cancer not long after the loss of their son in a car 
accident, now over fifteen years ago. She continued to cry as she pointed out two dogs and a 
cat that had died over the past five years. She told me the painful story of loss for every 
family member. Then she said, “I carry it with me every day but now, thanks to my church 
friends and prayer I am able to get through each day. I keep myself busy. I help others that 
are unable to help themselves. It helps me to feel useful and needed. That is what gets me 
through the holidays and birthdays and anniversaries.”  

I knew we needed to do the same for this woman. She needed to know “We” cared about her 
and the people she was comforting as well. The senior woman showed me around her kitchen 
and the empty dark refrigerator. I asked how she was eating and she showed me canned 



goods and some frozen foods outside her back door. When it got too warm she cooked those 
for dinner. I called the landlord about her refrigerator but he was adamant about not wanting 
to do anything else for the home. I knew we needed to help this woman find a suitable 
apartment. We also needed to get her car fixed so she could again be active in her church and 
community. These things are what kept her from falling into the depths of despair and sitting 
at home in her present condition was not going to help.  

We had a small refrigerator that someone had donated delivered by several volunteers. It 
would help keep some basic food cold for her until we could find a new rental. I also called 
to have her car towed in for service after I tried to start it and knew it was more than just a 
dead battery. I could see new tires would be essential for her winter driving safety. When we 
finally sat to look over her budget and outstanding bills I could see she did live very frugally. 
She was careful to only buy food that was on sale or she had coupons for when she cooked 
for herself and others. She left the thermostat very low and since I had kept my coat on inside 
since my arrival I made her promise to turn up her thermostat and we would help her with 
her utilities until she moved. She admitted to struggling each winter with her utility bills. I 
asked about her husband’s death and if she had any savings. She said her husband’s illness 
and the two funerals had taken everything they had saved over the years.  

I gave some thought to her situation and called to get her on a waiting list at an apartment 
complex I knew would be perfect for her. It will take a few months wait but I convinced the 
landlord if I paid the two months’ rent ahead he would give her that time until he sold the 
house. I put together a short term lease and he agreed to the terms. We paid her utilities as 
once she showed me her bill I could see why she was struggling to keep up. The older home 
was leaking heat through the many old windows and doors and probably had insufficient 
insulation too. It was time for her to move on.  

Once the senior woman heard all the many ways we would help her over the next few 
months she said, “My friend was right. She said so many good things about what you did for 
her family and I can’t believe you are doing those same things for me. I never expected this 
when I wrote you a letter. This is going to be my best Christmas in many, many years.” She 
began to cry again and I patted her back in comfort. I finally said, “Well, we will get your car 
done before Christmas and then you can visit all your friends again and even get to your 
church service.” The woman’s face lit up and I again saw the bubbly personality surface. I 
knew for years she probably hadn’t felt that happy energy but thanks to her helping others in 
need she had found it again. And now thanks to all of “You” allowing us to help her during 
her time of need she would be able to share that happy energy with others over Christmas 
and into the New Year.  



As we write this column this senior woman is still in our care. Her car was found to be too 
expensive to fix so we are providing a donated vehicle with new tires to safely bring her to 
her job and many church activities. She continues to wait to move into her apartment but is 
now confident she can keep her home warm and she will not be evicted in the middle of 
winter. She can eat fresh food thanks to the small refrigerator and will spend her Christmas 
with friends and church family. Thank you for giving this woman these gifts all provided by 
“You”. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!  

Please remember every dollar you donate will be matched by the Bernie & Nancy Labovitch 
$36,000 Matching Grant, doubling your donation. We will use 100% of these donations to 
provide basic needs, shelter, car repairs, utility assistance, food, clothing and so much more 
into the New Year and beyond. Thank you and God Bless you for your support! 

Health & Happiness, Love & God Bless Everyone, Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Barnabas Matching Grant donors, Bernard & Nany 
Labovitch, National Association of Realtors, Electronic Specialties, Kunes Family Foundation, 
Mary Kay Ring, Martin Business, John Stensland & Family, Steven & Deidred Trumble, 
Thomas Morrissy, The Dan & Donna Casey Family Foundation, Joseph & Barbara Moos, 
Albert & Ellen Burnell, David & Connie Zyer, Lake Geneva Area Realty, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Schuberth, Geneva Theatre Actors’ Guild, Geneva Theater, Ray Ring, Dan & Maureen 
Winkler, Diane Hinzpeter, Russo Drywall, Rita’s Wells Street Salon, Kathleen McGuire, 
William Antti, Gerald & Marilyn Wilkin, Edward & Doreen Ruder, June Davidsen, Beth 
Jurgensen, Tim Keiderling, Oldies But Goodies Red Hat Society, Kurt & Ann Pucszan, 
Carol Hinners, Marcia Madaus, Barbara Eisenhower, Westshire Ladies Koffee Klatch, 
Marvin & Audrey Hersko, George & Leah Rozhon, Church of Jesus Christ LDS, Richard & 
Mary Ruch, Jean Zitzler, David & Jeanine Hoffmann, our anonymous donors and ALL of 
you who support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our 
donation boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, 
please call (262) 249-7000.        
 Memorials: Margo Goldberg in memory of Barry Goldberg.     
 Prayer Chain: The power of prayer and positive thoughts comes from the true healer, 
our Lord answering our prayers. Please pray for healing for the following people: Mike, 
Caroline, Susan, Vince, Sylvia, Richard, Jennifer, Jayden, Santina, Alex, Lily, Kaitlyn, 
Kynesha, Sheila, Adrian & Marilyn.         
       Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

