
Dear W.C., 

I am a social worker. I am presently working with a family that needs more help than I am 
able to give. This family has two very young children. The husband has advanced kidney 
disease and can no longer work to support his family. He also has to go for dialysis several 
times a week. The wife works at a low wage job and earns what she can to help the family. 
They have applied for housing and utility assistance but they are behind on their rent. They 
also do not have reliable transportation as their car needs many repairs they cannot afford. I 
have become very close to this family and from what I have seen they are very good people. 
They would definitely benefit from a visit from The Time Is Now to Help and any assistance 
you could provide. Thank you. 

Dear Readers, 

I knew the social worker that had written this letter as we had worked together previously 
helping people in our communities. I knew her to be dedicated and committed to helping the 
families in her care. She would not ask for our assistance if they did not need it.  

I called the social worker and after a few minutes of catching up on the phone I asked her 
about the family in her care. She told me she had gotten permission from the family to share 
their details with me. I listened and took notes as she went over the details.  

When the social worker had finished sharing all the details I asked several questions, 
including the ages of the children and where the wife worked. I made a list of questions to 
ask the husband and wife, including their sources of income and expenses. The social worker 
gave me their phone number and address so I could pay them a visit. I decided to call first as 
I did not know their schedule for the husbands dialysis and did not want to risk missing them.  

The next day I arrived at the apartment at our scheduled time and knocked on the door. I 
could hear voices inside and after a moment the door was opened by who I assumed was the 
wife. After I showed my identification we introduced ourselves and then I was invited inside. 
I entered the living room and was introduced to the husband who was sitting on the couch 
surrounded by the young children. The children were 3 and 5 years old. They looked on 
shyly as I spoke with the husband and wife. After a few minutes the wife knew we needed to 
talk about her husband’s health and did not want to do this in front of the children and upset 
them. She offered the children to watch what must have been their favorite children’s DVD 
and they were more than happy to watch it in the adjoining room, offering us some time to 
talk about things that could be confusing and upsetting to them.  

Once the children were settled I asked the wife for a list of things I would need to go over 
their budget thoroughly. While she went to gather these papers I talked to the husband about 
his kidney disease and what they received for disability benefits. They had just begun to 



receive these benefits and this would help them greatly in their future. I listened as the 
husband told me about the nerve pain and joint pain he suffered. The husband said, “I never 
went to the doctor unless I was very sick. This time I felt sick for a few days and by the time 
I went in my blood pressure was so high it had already damaged my kidneys. I didn’t even 
know this ran in my family.”  He explained how his limbs swelled so large it sometimes 
made it impossible for him to walk. The husband was sniffing and trying to hide his tears as 
he said, “I know how this has affected my wife and my children. Life will never be the same. 
If I could get approved for a transplant..” The man was sobbing then and could not even 
finish his sentence. I thought how I would feel being a father with young children, unable to 
work and support my children due to a life threatening and painful illness. When I looked at 
this man’s face I saw the same sadness that I knew I would feel. The best we could do to 
remove some of that sadness would be to help remove some of the pains and stress of 
impending poverty, eviction and lack of reliable transportation.  

When the wife returned to the room she had a stack of papers for me to review. I looked over 
the budget the wife told me they had been trying to follow. After looking over their overdue 
rent and utility bills I made some adjustments to their budget that would help them going 
forward. I could see they were spending too much in repairs on the car they were struggling 
to keep running. It was an older car with high mileage. They also had not budgeted enough 
for food. What would help this family most would be to provide a more reliable, lower miles 
car that would not need constant costly repairs.  

I made a list of areas we would help this family financially to help them get back on their 
feet. This list included paying their overdue rent and one month into the future, paying their 
overdue utilities and providing gas cards for their many trips to medical care and work for 
the wife. I asked the husband and wife if they minded if I looked around their kitchen to 
check for food insecurity. After looking at the small amount budgeted for food I knew there 
was a good possibility there would be a shortage of good food in their kitchen.  

When I looked through the refrigerator and cabinets I did not see much food but I was 
surprised to find more healthy choices than I thought possible. The wife told me how she was 
very careful to shop with coupons and only bought items on sale. They ate all meals at home 
and the wife said she was very careful to only give her husband foods on his meal plan. The 
husband looked at his wife and said, “She spoils me by feeding me so well. Even the kids are 
eating my kidney healthy diet and liking it because she makes it taste good.” The wife smiled 
at his compliment and even though I could see she was stressed and fatigued caring for her 
husband, two small children and working full-time, she loved her husband deeply. I added to 
their list of assistance some gift cards for groceries and toiletries so they could have enough 
food until the husbands benefits began.  



I then told the husband and wife about a recently donated car that would be available soon. 
They both looked at me but could not seem to say anything. The wife finally asked, “You 
have a car you want to give us? You mean even with all the help you already are sharing 
with our family you want to give more?” I answered, “Yes you need more.” This time the 
wife broke down in tears. She put her face in her hands and the husband and I watched as she 
sobbed. When she finally was able to speak she said, “I have been so afraid our car would 
not make it for my husband’s next dialysis. Every week I check off the days our car makes it 
and I say a prayer of thanks. Is this car you want to give us in good enough shape that I won’t 
have to constantly worry that I will miss work or his medical visits?” When I told the wife it 
was, she again broke down in tears. 

By this time we heard the children talking as their DVD had ended. The mother quickly 
wiped away her tears as the children came running in the room, all smiles and oblivious to 
the pain their parents were enduring. I watched as the children cuddled up to their father on 
the couch and knew in my heart we had done the right thing helping this family. The social 
worker was right; they were a good family that had fallen on hard times. It happens to many 
in our communities. Thanks to all of “You” we are able to be there to help ease those pains 
of poverty and help even more families like this one pick up the pieces.  

Please continue to donate knowing every dollar you give will be matched by the Barnabas 
$67,000 Matching Grant, doubling your donation, removing twice as much pain, sorrow and 
fear of poverty. As we continue to work very hard verifying the genuine need of good 
people, we need your continued support. Together “We” need to carry on our good works 
that make our mission for God a success. Together “We” make a big difference removing the 
pains of poverty for our fellow creations. 

We are very happy and proud to announce that our founder, Sal Dimiceli, Sr., is one of five 
winners chosen by the National Association of Realtors for REALTOR Magazine’s Good 
Neighbor Award. Sal and The Time Is Now to Help will be featured in the 
November/December issue of Realtor Magazine. Sal is being recognized for his dedication 
and countless hours spent removing the pains of poverty from people suffering in our 
communities. The Time Is Now to Help will receive a $10,000 grant from the National 
Association of Realtors to be used to further our poverty relief efforts! Sal is very grateful 
that the National Association of Realtors is recognizing all the good works we accomplish 
together! To see more about this award and watch the video that will be played at the 
Realtors Convention in November please follow this link and click on Sal’s picture: 
www.realtor.com/goodneighbor This will take you inside and behind the closed doors to 
show you the gratitude of those we help and to see firsthand the good works we do together.  

Health & Happiness, Love & God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

http://www.realtor.com/goodneighbor


Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Kune’s Family Foundation, Martin Business, John 
Stensland & Family, Elkcast Aluminum, Jerry and Cheryl Kuhn, Lake Geneva Area Realty, 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuberth, Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, Grunow 
Family Fund, Twin Bay Charitable Foundation, John & Marian McClellan, Joseph & Jacque 
Moser, Dr. & Mrs. Steven Hall, Russo Drywall, William Antti, Anton & S. Kapela, Neil 
Diercksmeier, Stanford & Alice Shuping, Jeanne Allen, Robert & Mary Winter, Judy 
Dishneau, Michael & Sally Anne Chier, Nancy Yaeger, Michael & Kathe Beach, David  & 
Penny Froh, Robert & Carla Strating, Shari & James Loback, Walter & Donna Anderson, Jr., 
Church of Jesus Christ LDS, Vita Armato, our anonymous donors and ALL of you who 
support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation 
boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call 
(262) 249-7000.          
 Honoraries: The following donations were given in honor of Carla Matz’s Birthday 
at the party she held to benefit The Time Is Now to Help: Carla Matz, Mike & Rocco’s 
Corner Stop, Robert Bennett, Jeffrey & Heidi Danko, Jennifer Carriveau, Duane & Joan 
Matz and many other donations from Carla’s family & friends.      
 Prayer Chain: The power of prayer and positive thoughts comes from the true healer, 
our Lord answering our prayers. Please pray for healing for the following people: Mike, 
Caroline, Susan, Jennifer, Jayden, Santina, Alex, Lily, Kaitlyn, Kynesha, Sheila, Adrian & 
Marilyn.                 
   Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

