
Last week marked twelve years of sharing what we do at The Time Is Now to Help in our 
weekly column. We never dreamed of all that would transpire in those twelve years. We 
never even thought that our weekly letter would last this long. It was just supposed to show 
to the good people of the beautiful Southeast Wisconsin area we live in that there is poverty 
in our midst.  

While much has changed in our communities during the past twelve years, the need for 
poverty relief remains the same. People are still becoming homeless, children are still 
hungry, senior citizens are still struggling to make ends meet, the handicapped are unable to 
afford basic needs and working poor families cannot afford rent and other necessities of life. 
We knew we could never solve the many complex reasons for poverty, but we could ease the 
pains of living in poverty. And we have done just that thanks to all of “You”. “You” have 
been an integral part of all we do at The Time Is Now to Help. Every one we have comforted 
and assisted over the past twelve years was thanks to all of “You”.  

I founded The Time Is Now to Help with the following ideals over twenty-six years ago: 
“The Time Is Now exists solely for the purpose of alleviating the suffering of those who find 
themselves facing economic hardship. The Time Is Now’s continuing goal is to make sure 
every cent donated is utilized to provide goods and services, such as food, clothing, utilities, 
toiletries, automobile assistance, and shelter assistance to help the extremely poverty-stricken 
children, senior citizens, disabled, and families live more comfortably, improve their quality 
of life, and remove their pain and suffering.” This continues to be our mission statement and 
guides all “We” do together.  

Prior to the past twelve years, years even before our incorporation in 1989, myself, my wife 
and a handful of people were all that made up The Time Is Now to Help. We accomplished 
many great things together but the work load was heavy and we were often lonely in this 
mission of providing assistance to those in desperate need. We purchased food, mattresses, 
diapers, wheel chairs, blankets, sheets, toiletries, toys, clothing and shoes, loaded the trucks 
and made the deliveries all on our own. We established a food pantry in one of the most 
impoverished areas of Illinois. We helped homeless senior citizens, women and children. 
This was all done out of our garage, with our own funds. Then years later I began receiving 
letters from people desperate for poverty relief asking for assistance. That was when my 
mission of bringing relief right to people’s homes, or where ever they happened to be living, 
sometimes tents, sometimes cars, began. When we began sharing one letter a week in the 
newspaper with all of “You”, “You” came forward with your Caring and Sharing hearts and I 
realized how much more rewarding sharing our mission of love and goodness is.  

In the past twelve years I’ve realized we not only remove the pains of poverty but we also 
repair broken hearts and spirits. When someone truly is cold, hungry, physically impaired, it 
can lead to a broken heart always living in the fear and pains of poverty. Poverty is ruthless 
and does not care about your age, race, gender, religion, handicap or impairment. Poverty is 
cruel. Thanks to all of “You” supporting The Time Is Now to Help for the past twelve years 
we have been able to provide mending and healing with our love, Caring and Sharing.  



Over the past twelve years I have told everyone we’ve helped about “You” that make our 
charity even possible. Here are some of the comments and thanksgiving they have told me to 
share: 

“How can I ever thank all of you for your kindness and generosity towards my children?” 

“How can I ever convey to all of you how much you have done for my family? I don’t think 
it is even possible.”  

“The Time Is Now to Helps support has been the biggest blessing of my life. The help 
provided extended far beyond my financial survival.”  

“My children were blessed and beaming after a shopping trip for new clothing provided by 
everyone at The Time Is Now to Help. They were crying happy tears when changing their 
ragged hand me downs to new clothes that fit.”  

“When I was told by my church that The Time Is Now to Help is like a guardian angel to the 
elderly and the handicapped that are destitute, I did not realize how my life was going to be 
renewed by all of your help. I went from what felt like a bottomless pit of agony to feeling 
blessed to be alive again.” 

  “When I received a visit I was told about all the people that make up The Time Is Now to 
Help. I asked God is this group of angels for real? Through all you love and compassion I 
found his answer was “Yes.” 

“Now that I am back on my feet and have been blessed with a new job, I am proud to be 
giving back to The Time Is Now to Help. I know what your assistance meant to me and I 
know you will do the same for someone else suffering in poverty just like I was.”  

“I know that miracles happen, as God orchestrates them. God continues to use The Time Is 
Now to Help in the orchestration of healing lives and removing the evil pains of poverty.” 

“The words and actions of The Time Is Now to Help are vehicles of hope and healing. Thank 
you for the hope and healing you gave to my family.” 

“As you left from our visit you told me that you were proud of me. When the door closed I 
began to cry as I realized, in my entire life virtually no one had ever told me that. Until that 
moment I had little idea how much I needed to hear those encouraging words. I have 
immeasurable appreciation, respect and love for everyone at The Time Is Now to Help.”  

Together we have stood people back up on their feet, we have fed them, clothed them, 
sheltered them…we have reformulated budgets and helped find jobs. If we try to put into 
numbers how much assistance we have provided in the twelve years our letters have been in 
the newspaper it could put things in perspective of how much we have all done together. We 
average helping 500 people living in poverty each year so that means 6,000 people have been 
helped by The Time Is Now to Help in the past twelve years. even more than 6,000 have 
been touched by our caring and sharing assistance.  



One of the many highlights of my years in charity work was being chosen as a 2011 top ten 
CNN Hero. I shied away from the spot light for years, not wanting any notoriety for the work 
we do. But then I realized how important it was for the people in the world to see we do have 
poverty right here in our own back yard, in our own states, in our own great country. It was 
an honor and a blessing to The Time Is Now to Help to be chosen for such an honorable 
award. We still receive donations from donors around the country that heard about our 
newspaper column, our weekly letter requesting poverty assistance, on CNN. This is how 
Anderson Cooper introduced me that evening and I feel he caught the essence of what we 
together do: “Here in this, the richest country in the world, 49 million people live in poverty. 
Hoping to ease some of this pain, our next hero is a guardian for those in need. What Sal 
Dimiceli does is shows us the despair that exists in this country. We see the shack where the 
rain pours in and a family calls home. A child sits over there by the candlelight, her stomach 
has been growling for days. An elderly woman looking for change, change she needs to keep 
the heat on. Sal carries their burden one letter at a time. They write, “I am hungry. My Dad 
lost his job. We are living in the car.” He doesn’t wait to put on his marching boots because 
he knows the time to help is now. Five hundred people a year feel the lift of this man’s arms. 
I can tell you with Sal in this battle, poverty is in for one hell of a fight.”  

Thanks to all of “You” we hope to continue our battle against poverty, one letter at a time, 
for many years to come. The children, senior citizens, working poor families, veterans and 
the handicapped are all counting on us. We really are their lifeline, often their only hope. If it 
wasn’t for all of “You” and The Time Is Now to Help what would have happened to those 
thousands of our fellow creations living in the pains of poverty? Where would they be? How 
many children would have gone hungry? How many senior citizens would have been living 
in the cold and the dark? I pray there is never a day when we have to answer those questions.  

Good News! We have successfully met the Paul Ziegler $15,000 Matching Grant. We feel so 
blessed to have been chosen by both Paul Ziegler and the Barnabas donors for these generous 
matching grants. All of “You” made them a success! In the near future we will be sharing 
where every penny of both the Paul Ziegler $15,000 Matching Grant and the Barnabas 
$55,000 Matching Grant were spent. We have been working extremely hard distributing 
these matching grants to those most in need. There are so many turning to The Time Is Now 
to Help for assistance and as we carefully evaluate each request we have these matching 
grants and all of “You” to thank for our ability to bring poverty relief. A big thank “You” 
and God Bless “You” for making our mission of poverty relief a reality.   

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Paul Ziegler, Barnabas Matching Grant, Dick & Jean 



Honeyager, The Rhoades Foundation, The Petco Foundation, Martin Group, John Stensland 
& Family, Genoa City Lions Club, ITW Foundation, Rita's Wells Street Salon, Elkhorn 
Chemical & Packaging, The Home Depot Foundation, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuberth,  Sherri 
Loback, Edward Paredes, Carol Hanke, William Davit, Jamie Gwaltney, Gregory Swanson, 
Kim Olsen, Victor Stasica, Alex Dahlstrom, Karin Collamore, J.T. Marty,  William & Beth 
Norton, Julie Bugaj, Jodi LeFevre, Marlee Carlson, Albert & Ellen Burnell, David & Shirley 
Heigl, Joanne Batzler, Beth & Jody Rendall, Eugene & Barbara Bielinski, Walter & Florence 
Strumpf, Frank & Ann Huml, Patricia Jankowski, Carol Hinners, Walter & Joan Rippa, Jack 
Mallory, Lauren Grady, Russo Drywall, John Poiron, James & Marilynn Dyer, Roy & Jan 
Stacey, Dan & Regina Mehring, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, and 
all the God loving volunteers of all our caring pantries, ALL of you who support The Time Is 
Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our & donation boxes. Anyone 
who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.  
 Memorials: Roger Koppenhofer and PNC Bank in memory of Eleanor Gorski. 
Andrea Maes and Mitchell & Patricia Smith in memory of Robert J. Schofield. Richard & 
Elizabeth Czaja in memory of Austin Solheim, a very special man with a smile on his face. 
 W.C. Food Pantry: The W.C. Food Pantry is located at: 205 E. Commerce St., 
Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 67 just east of 
Interstate 43. Their phone number is (262) 723-4488.    
 Furniture Donations:  Please contact Love, Inc. for all your furniture, clothing and 
household item donations. Call (262) 763-2743 or (262) 763-6226 to schedule pick-up.  

   Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

