
Dear W.C., 

My teenage daughter and I have been homeless since last May. We are living in a trailer a 
family member is renting us for cheap but it is getting too cold and they want their trailer 
back now. It was only supposed to be temporary until I got enough money saved for a 
security deposit and first month’s rent and I paid off an old utility bill. I lost my job last 
winter and was out of work for three months. By the time I got my new job I was so far 
behind I could never catch up. The outstanding utility bill will keep me from getting utilities 
in any rental I find until it is paid in full. My car payment is behind but it is the only 
belonging I have been able to hang on to. My daughter is embarrassed by how we live but 
has her own job that helps to pay for her clothes and food. Her father left when she was an 
infant and has never paid any child support. We are two women alone in the world except for 
my cousin that begrudgingly lent us her trailer.  

Dear Readers, 

Over the years “We” together have helped people living in cars, vans, tents, trailers, parks 
and even on park benches. It is not easy being homeless anywhere but it is extremely tough 
for the homeless in Wisconsin. There are very limited resources to help those that are 
homeless get back into stable housing once more. All months are hard to be homeless but 
winter is the worst. As the bills pile up and income becomes smaller it is harder and harder to 
catch up.  

This woman and her daughter were unable to catch up on their past due bills, much less start 
fresh with a new rental and utilities. Our special kind of assistance would be needed to get 
them both on the right path to ending their homelessness and returning to stable housing. 
These women are what I refer to when I mention the working poor. There are so many 
people that go to work each day in America that do not have a stable housing situation to 
return to at the end of their work day. Most people are not even aware their fellow employee 
may only have a car or motel room to sleep in at night. At least if you have a motel room you 
have a clean bed and the benefits of a bathroom.  

I went to the address given to me in the letter of request. There I found a small home with a 
smaller trailer set back next to the garage. I had a feeling the rundown trailer was where this 
mother and daughter were living. I walked around to the side of the trailer and could see one 
person inside. I hoped it was the mother I would find here as I knocked. The woman looked 
out the window and I could see it was indeed the mother inside. She smiled and opened the 
door wide. “Is that you W.C.? I didn’t think you would come. I’m sure you have so many 
people asking for help. I didn’t think you would ever get to my letter.”  

I entered the small trailer and was able to see their whole living quarters with one look 
around. It was an older trailer that had seen many better years. The quarters were cramped 
but at least they had a roof over their head and bunks to sleep in. The woman saw me looking 
around and probably noticed the sadness on my face because she said, “I know it’s not much 
but it’s better than being on the street.” I told her, “I agree, but we are going to make sure 



you and your daughter get into a place you not only can afford but one you will be able to 
call home.”  

We sat at the booth style kitchen table to talk about the situation she and her daughter were 
in. Even with the less than ideal housing situation she politely asked me if I would like some 
tea or a cup of coffee. I declined both but thanked her for her hospitality. The woman said, 
“Well, I haven’t been living like this my whole life. I used to have a home and a yard and 
even family. Now everything and everyone except my daughter is gone.” I noticed the tears 
about to come down her cheeks as she wrapped her arms around her thin waist and looked 
down in her lap.  

I asked about her family and she shared they had all passed. She had been an only child so 
there were no siblings. The only family member left was her cousin who let her use the 
trailer. The woman said, “I am so grateful she let me use this trailer but she wants us out of it 
now. Her husband does not want us here and complains to both me and my daughters faces. 
He is not a nice person and it is best I get my daughter away from here.” I did not need her to 
elaborate further as I could see there were some further complications to this housing 
situation. I needed to see her budget to figure out what rentals they could afford on their own 
going forward. The mother showed me both her and her daughter’s income. They could be 
fine in a reasonable rental if they were able to establish utilities in their name and get help 
with their first month’s rent and security deposit. I asked the woman to see the car she was 
making payments on. We went outside to the driveway and I looked over the car. It was in 
good shape so it made sense for her to continue with the car payments. We helped her with 
her overdue car payment as well to help with their fresh start. I asked the mother where she 
would most like to be. After discussing both her daughter’s school and their job locations we 
decided on the best area for their rental. I promised to return the following day after some 
research and to bring the payments that would get their budget back on track. 

The next day the mother and daughter went together to look at two of the rentals that were 
available. They decided together which one would work best for their needs. When I went to 
visit them at their new rental I noticed they did not have beds and little furniture. When we 
had discussed this earlier the mother told me she had had her household items and furniture 
in her cousin’s garage. She did not know until she went to move that her cousin’s husband 
had let most the furniture get ruined in his garage by leaving the door open and letting it get 
rained on. Her mattresses had gotten moldy, her couch was destroyed. It has always been my 
intention to not let people live in these kinds of conditions. I immediately ordered two 
mattresses to be delivered to their apartment. The mother and daughter both tried to say they 
were fine and we had done enough for them already. They both said, “We have been sleeping 
on those hard bunks for months so sleeping on the carpeted floor is still better.” I insisted and 
told them I could not leave them sleeping on the floor. One of our volunteers had a nice used 
couch she donated to this mother and daughter as well.  

On my final visit I found a normal teenage daughter with friends over in her room. The 
mother said, “She could never have friends over when we were living in the trailer. She was 
so embarrassed of how we were living. Now she has friends over all the time. I love hearing 
her laugh again.” It is good knowing we have brought laughter back to a working poor 



family that has lived without it for too long. We have removed the pains, embarrassment and 
stress of poverty for this mother and daughter, replacing it with a safe healthy environment.  

Thank you to all of “You” that made this even possible. God Bless you for your support of 
our mission to remove the pains of poverty.  

Hopefully soon we can share with all of you the good news that we have successfully 
matched the Barnabas $61,000 Matching Grant. We can’t wait to see the final results of the 
assistance provided by this matching grant. It will be huge. It will be life changing. It will be 
thanks to all of “You”. Think how many of our fellow creations will have the pains of 
poverty removed thanks to all of “You” and the Barnabas matching grant donors. Thank 
“You” and God Bless “You” for helping.  

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Barnabas Matching Grant, The Summertime 
Foundation, Fox Charities, The Clarence & Marilyn Schawk Family Foundation, Martin 
Business, James & Lynne Newman Foundation, The Petco Foundation, Lake Geneva Petco,  
Paul Ziegler, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuberth, Martin & Margaret Dentin, Mary Olson, Rita’s 
Wells Street Salon, Joan Marabito Rietz, Gerald & Joyce Byers, Steve & Betty Thornton, 
Glen & Norma Baxa, Tana Baldwin, Milton & Carol Ann Ancevic, Harold & Janet Schuren, 
Joseph Fusinato, William & Georgia Gehrmann, and ALL of you who support The Time Is 
Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our & donation boxes. Anyone 
who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.  
 Memorials: Dorothy Bever and family in loving memory of John Bever. Ron & 
Carolyn Bloch in memory of Don Cox.         
 W.C. Food Pantry: The W.C. Food Pantry is located at: 205 E. Commerce St., 
Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 67 just east of 
Interstate 43. Their phone number is (262) 723-4488.      
    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

 

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

