
I lost my best friend this week. He was someone that always made me smile and removed the 
stress after a long hard day. The way he smiled at me every time we did anything together 
helped me to forget the sometimes troubling things I would encounter in my charity work. 
The friend I am writing about this week is my dog Guido.  

He didn’t have the best start in life. He was found in a foreclosed house, no doubt left behind 
because his size would have prevented these people from finding a rental. In the past I was 
angry over his desertion and wondered how someone could do something like that. How 
could they leave “My” friend behind to starve? I had to ask God’s help to forgive these 
people as they were probably like many of the fellow creations “We” help every day, scared 
and hungry with nowhere to go. The person that found him in the foreclosed home kept him 
for a year and then could no longer care for him. My friend found himself in Lakeland 
Animal Shelter again looking for a home. Due to his large size and breed, a Rottweiler, he 
would not be adopted to just anyone. Having adopted three Rottweiler’s from Lakeland in 
the past, they knew I could handle him. I knew I would probably be his only chance so I 
brought him home to my family.  

We immediately found what an amazing boy he was. That night he curled up on his new bed 
and fell into a contented sleep, just like so many people we help do when we provide them 
their first new bed in years or even their lifetime. He woke up to give me the biggest smile of 
thanks, ready to leave his past behind and begin anew. This is often the case with the people 
we help as well. Once we remove the pains and stress of poverty we put a smile on their face 
and see new enthusiasm for life. This was the same expression I saw on my beloved dog’s 
face every morning when he woke up.  

 Over the years Guido became my The Time Is Now to Help side kick, kind of my canine 
volunteer. If I had a late night visit to go to you can guess who always volunteered to come 
with. If there were children at a home I would be checking on Guido would come with and 
be surrounded by children laughing and petting him, removing the pains they would be 
feeling due to poverty and sometimes sickness. His smile always spread love and cheer. His 
spirit of overcoming adversity and moving on from a painful past was easy to relate to for 
many people we assist. His example was one of forgiveness, perseverance and love. 

One day Guido began to limp. It was not very pronounced but just didn’t seem to get better. 
The vets told us he had cancer. It would get painful and he would lose a little bit of himself 
everyday to this horrible disease. I see so many people in my work with the poverty stricken 
that are also going through terrible diseases and disabilities. I see them struggle to retain 
every ability, to maintain their independence, to live a pain free existence.  When we pay 
overdue rent to prevent homelessness, keep utilities connected, provide car repairs so people 
can get to their doctors and hospitals, we are removing some of the pains they are enduring. 
We are helping their healing process by removing that stress. I always try to keep a positive 
attitude and share this positivity with those we assist. I knew I would have to share this same 
positive energy with Guido.  

I didn’t need to even think about that. Guido kept his own positivity throughout his whole 
ordeal. With each day that brought another new symptom, pain or loss of something he could 



do on his own he never complained. He would try to figure out a new way of doing things. 
When he had his leg amputated he did not grieve over his loss, he got up and I could see his 
thought was, “Well this is new. Now let me figure out how to walk.” When he could no 
longer walk I got him a wheelchair. I could see how excited he was the first time he was up 
on his feet with the help of this wheelchair. He could again get to places he had not been able 
to get to for months. This made me think about all the wheel chairs and cars we have 
provided to our fellow creations over the years. We gave them the ability to get to places 
they could not get to without the aid of transportation assistance. For senior citizens this 
could mean doctors and grocery shopping, for parents with sick children we allowed them to 
safely get to hospitals and doctors, for the disabled we provided wheel chairs that allowed 
them to get out into the world again, even allowing a young paraplegic woman to attend 
college and a quadriplegic to maintain his sense of independence for years. For working 
single mothers our transportation assistance has allowed these women to maintain 
employment and care for their families.  

Yesterday I had to make the hardest decision of my life and think about what was best for 
Guido. My whole family gathered around and we prayed for the beautiful life God had 
allowed us to share. We did not have many years together but there were many adventures 
and much love in those years. The lives Guido touched with his sense of humor and will to 
live are many. The love he has given to me, my family and so many in our The Time Is Now 
to Help family cannot be measured. Guido can only be remembered now, but what a good 
reminder every day of our brief time here on this earth and how we can choose to share love 
and charity with every one we meet, rather than negativity and self-interest.  

When the time is right I know I will again open my heart and my home to another beautiful 
rescue soul. I will probably make the trip to Lakeland Animal Shelter and find another dog 
that needs a home, food and love. It is who I am and what I do every day at The Time Is Now 
to Help. I can’t help but try to make the world a better place for one fellow creation at a time. 
Thank you for letting me share my grief and my special memories of my beautiful best friend 
Guido with all of you. Rest in peace my dear friend. 

Please consider helping our pet food program at the “Fill a Truck Load” event to be held 
Sunday, September 13, 2015 from noon until 4 p.m. at the Lake Geneva Petco store 
located at 200 N. Edwards Blvd. Be sure to tell the cashier, “This donation is for the “Truck 
Load” Fundraiser for our four legged family members.” All food donated will be used to help 
our local efforts to end pet hunger and homelessness. Poverty stricken pets and their families 
really need our help. And for those of you that are looking to add a new pet family member 
there will be several rescue groups there with adoptable pets available for you to meet. 
Consider bringing a new friend home and saving a life. “We” together really can save one 
life, change many lives every day.  

Please remember the Barnabas $61,000 Matching Grant will match every donation you make 
at this time, doubling your assistance to the poverty stricken. Think how many lives will be 
changed, how many of our fellow creations will have the pains of poverty removed thanks to 
all of “You” and the Barnabas matching grant donors. Thank “You” and God Bless “You” 
for helping.  



Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Barnabas Matching Grant, The Summertime 
Foundation, Fox Charities, Kathleen & Brian Hurdis Charitable Fund, The Clarence & 
Marilyn Schawk Family Foundation, The Harold & Bernice DeWeerd Family Foundation, 
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation, Charles & Barbara Taylor, Joyce Dougherty, 
Gregory Swanson, Silicon Valley Community Foundation, Margaret Downing, Oudette 
Molien, John & Donna Montana, Dolores Rich, Vito & Betty Licari, Russo Drywall, George 
Kass, Donald & Mildred Carl, Joel & Annette Hovestol, Marilyn Carver, Albert & Ellen 
Burnell, James Fegen, Violet De Wind, Barbara Eisenhower, Thomas Morrissy, Alfred & 
Mildred Thorson, Julie Ann Muth, Kathleen Jansen, Marvin & Audrey Hersko, Robert & 
Patricia Davis, Frank & Ann Huml, Gerald Lins, Beth & Jody Rendall, Patricia Jankowski, 
Michael & Kathe Beach, Walter & Florence Strumpf, John Race, Michael & Sally Anne 
Chier, William Antti, Robert & Mary Winter, Janice Stubbs, and ALL of you who support 
The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our & donation 
boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call 
(262) 249-7000.            
 W.C. Food Pantry: The W.C. Food Pantry is located at: 205 E. Commerce St., 
Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 67 just east of 
Interstate 43. Their phone number is (262) 723-4488.      
    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

 

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

