
Dear W.C., 

My sister is having a very hard time right now. Her husband of ten years passed away 
unexpectedly in a car accident a few months ago and left her destitute. His funeral on top of 
the many debts and bills he left her with is overwhelming. She is devastated from her loss. 
She has two children she is doing her best to care for and help through their grief too. Could 
you please call or visit my sister? Our family is just scraping by each month and in no 
position to offer any financial help. I do help watch her children and have shared as many 
meals as I can afford. I have heard you talk about tough times and living in poverty. That is 
exactly what my sister is going through right now.  

Dear Readers, 

I called the woman to set up a time to visit. She asked me who I was and when I answered 
her she said, “Oh, you’re that man that helps people. I read about you in the newspaper.” I 
answered, “I heard from your sister that you are going through some difficult times. She 
wrote to me in your behalf. She would like to set up a time we can all sit down and talk about 
your situation. Would you be willing to do that?” She replied, “It would be wonderful if we 
could all talk. She is right. I am having a real hard time since my husband died. It would be a 
relief to talk to you about this. When can you come?” We agreed to meet the next day since 
she needed to get to her job.  

The next day I when I arrived at the address given to me I met both women at the door. We 
all introduced ourselves and the woman and her sister invited me inside. I saw the pictures of 
the children and some family portraits on the wall. I asked her about each picture and the 
names and ages of the children. The woman began crying when she talked about the family 
portrait that included her husband. She said, “That was the last picture we took together 
before he died. It was last fall.” I asked if she wanted to talk about her husband and she said 
she did. 

We sat to talk in her kitchen. I noticed how the sister consoled her and held her hand. I could 
see they were very close. The woman told me about how she and her husband had married 
when they were in their late twenties. He had worked as a carpenter and she waitressed in the 
evenings when he was home with the children. He had managed most of their bill paying so 
she was not aware of how they were barely making ends meet each month. Her husband’s 
work truck had already been repossessed when she could not make the payments. Her car 
would be next if she was not able to make the overdue payments. The woman had used their 
small savings to pay for a frugal funeral. The woman said, “We did not plan for our future at 
all. We thought we had a whole lifetime together yet. We worked and took care of our 
family. We didn’t know our time together would be so short. I never thought in a million 
years that I would have to plan a funeral for my husband and pay to buy a cemetery plot, 
headstone and casket. In all our years together we never even talked about what he wanted 
for his funeral. That is how unprepared I was for this.” She was sobbing and rocking in her 
chair from the grief that was still so raw. Her sister wrapped her arms around her and rocked 
with her.  



After the woman was composed enough to speak again I asked if I could go through her bills 
and budget if she had one. The woman said she had been working on a budget and trying to 
get her finances in order. I went through the budget with her and helped her to organize it a 
little more. She had a good grasp on her financial situation now. It was not a good position 
she was in. Her rent was much too high for just the income from her waitressing job. The 
remaining car would be repossessed if the payments were not made. The payments were 
reasonable for the age and condition of the car so it definitely was worth saving. I made some 
suggestions to the woman, including finding a cheaper rental. The woman said her landlord 
had already told her he would not let her out of the lease without penalties and the loss of her 
security deposit. I told her I would call the landlord myself to explain her situation. After a 
phone call to the landlord he was willing to work with her on the early release from her lease. 
He admitted he had someone that would take the rental immediately and had not believed she 
was in such a financial position.  

I went over the remaining bills and utilities with the mother. I could see she was living 
frugally. She barely had enough money for food due to the high rent she was trying to pay 
each month.  

After we talked for a while longer I told the women I would call the next day to go over her 
options for rentals. When I returned to my office I made several calls to landlords and found 
a much more reasonable rental. I arranged for the woman to go see the rental to make sure it 
was as good as it sounded. The woman called me in a few hours saying she would love the 
rental and would start packing immediately. The rent would be so much easier to manage 
each month. She also shared with me a job opportunity that would allow her to work days so 
she could be home with her children most nights. She said she still wanted to waitress on 
weekends when she knew she could make good tips. I agreed she should make the job 
changes as long as her sister was still willing to watch the children on the weekends. She 
assured me her sister was willing to do anything she could to help her. We made 
arrangements to have some volunteers help her move as soon as possible. The woman told 
me she and her sister would have everything packed up and ready to go.  

We helped this woman and children with first month’s rent and security deposit to secure 
their new rental. We brought her car payments up to date. After the move and the new budget 
was implemented, the woman is doing much better. She no longer has the high rent to pay 
each month allowing her budget to balance. Her new job is working much better for her 
children and herself, allowing them quality family time together. The weekend job helps her 
to keep up with all her expenses without the stress of wondering if they will make ends meet 
each month. On my final check with this woman and children I was relieved to find a less 
grief stricken atmosphere. The woman was still suffering from the loss of her husband but 
could now talk about him without rocking from the grief and pain. She has learned how to 
manage her bills and expenses. The last time we spoke she said, “Don’t forget to tell 
everyone at The Time Is Now to Help how thankful my children and I are. Your help got me 
through the worst time of my life. I have learned the hard way how short and precious life is. 
You have to tell your children and your spouse how much you love them every day. Please 
tell everyone to do that in honor of my husband.” I promised her I would do just that.  



My dear friends, we have numerous requests for help. We are sorting through them to help 
those most desperately in need. Please remember every penny you donate at this time will be 
matched by the Barnabas $55,000 Matching Grant. This is a wonderful gift to help those in 
desperate need. The children, the handicapped, the elderly, those that cannot fend for 
themselves, those living in desperate need will be crying happy tears of relief thanks to all of 
“You” and The Time Is Now to Help working together to provide poverty relief to those 
most in need in our communities. Thank you and God Bless you.   

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow creations 
need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable to: The 
Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 
donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Fox Charities, Dick & Jean Honeyager, Richard H. 
Driehaus, Paul Ziegler, Kunes Country Ford-Lincoln Delavan, The Pentair Foundation, The 
Petco Foundation, Lake Geneva Petco, Dean & Shirley Taylor, Community Foundation of 
Southern Wisconsin, Grunow Family Fund, Martin Group, John Stensland & Family, ITW 
Foundation, Aliant Energy Foundation, The Home Depot Foundation, Paper Dolls, Lakeland 
Trash Service, First Congretional United Church of Christ, Community Church of 
Richmond, Lauren Grady, Mark & Julia Kiehl, Carolyn May Essel, James & Marilynn Dyer, 
Carol Mae Hansen, Jack Mallory, John & Marian McClellan, James Borden, Delavan United 
Methodist Church, Sid & Patty Johnson, Rita’s Wells Street Salon, Russo Drywall, William 
Antti, Michael & Sally Anne Chier, Christopher & Sylvia Brown, Donald & Anne Agne, 
David Altwies, John Poiron, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, and all 
the God loving volunteers of all our caring pantries, ALL of you who support The Time Is 
Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation boxes. Anyone who 
would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.   
 Honoraries: Barbara Giovannoni in honor of Pauline Malsch's Birthday & Les & 
Pauline Malsch's Anniversary. Charles & Barbara Taylor in honor of Joyce Dougherty.  
 Memorials: Marty Hansen & Peggy Cardiff in memory of Mary Ketchpaw. Frank & 
Mary Jean Gauger in memory of Melvin Knight much loved Uncle of Doris & Clarence 
Gauger.           
 Side by Side Fundraiser: Side by Side will be holding a Fundraiser Dinner at Simple 
Café March 31st. Servings will be at 5, 6 and 7. Adults $10, children $5 Tickets are available 
from member Churches, Simple or at the door the night of the event.   
 W.C. Food Pantry Update: The W.C. Food Pantry is moved to its new location: 205 
E. Commerce St., Elkhorn, WI. 53121. This is in the old Aurora Clinic building off of Hwy. 



67 just east of Interstate 43. Their phone number at their new location is (262) 723-4488. 
 Furniture Donations:  Please contact Love, Inc. for all your furniture, clothing and 
household item donations. Call (262) 763-2743 or (262) 763-6226 to schedule pick-up.  

   Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

