
Dear W.C., 

My nine year old son struggles daily with his disability Cerebral palsy. I take him to physical 
therapy, his doctor, dentist, and other specialists. My car is in need of repairs. My husband 
left when he was two years old due to the stress. He just could not handle that his son was 
disabled and would need a lifetime of care. I also have a seven year old daughter that I need 
to provide for. I have found myself unable to pay utilities and rent this month because my ex-
husband has not paid his child support for the last two months. He has just started a new job 
and hopefully will be able to catch up going forward, but for now we cannot pay our bills. 
My son eats a special diet and needs medications and diapers. Could you please help us catch 
up on these bills? I try to not stress out over the constant care giving but the financial stress 
has me very worried.  

Stressed Care giving Mom  

Dear Readers, 

Caring for a disabled child full-time is not easy for any parent or caregiver. When you have 
to worry about financial problems as well, it can easily overwhelm you. This caring mother 
was at her breaking point not only because of the constant hard work needed to keep her son 
as healthy as he can be, but due to the fact she had not received her child support for two 
months when the father had lost his job. When I spoke to the mother on the phone to arrange 
a visit she was very grateful to hear from us. We set up a meeting for the next day.  

The next day I arrived at their rental. They were renting a duplex that was handicap 
accessible. The door opened before I knocked as I noticed who must have been the seven 
year old daughter had been watching out the window for me along with her mother. After 
introductions, and identification was shown, she invited me inside. The mother introduced 
me to both her children. The son stricken with Cerebral palsy was in a wheel chair. I noted 
his speech was affected when he tried to speak. He was not mildly affected by Cerebral 
palsy, as I had hoped.  

In the many years of helping poverty stricken handicapped children and adults, I have seen 
many cases of Cerebral palsy. Some are more afflicted by symptoms than others. The mother 
spoke openly in front of her son, explaining his care and asking her son to answer some 
questions as well. His speech therapist encouraged this. He had to follow a special diet and 
needed help while eating. He shared with me his favorite foods. The mother spoke about how 
smart both her children were. She said, "I try to keep positive and be thankful for the 
blessings we have. I have to keep that frame of mind or I will not be able to be the best 
mother I can be for them." 

The daughter sat next to her brother to read him books. The mother said this was one of their 
favorite activities. She said the sisters voice seemed to soothe him and it was how they spent 
some favorite time together. We moved to sit just out of their hearing but close enough to 
keep a watchful eye on them. We went over her budget and financial problems. I looked over 



her overdue bills and we talked about her car repairs. When she was needed to help her son 
for a few moments, I went outside to take a look at her car. The tires were in terrible shape 
but the rest of the car was not that bad. The repairs it needed were very routine and shouldn't 
be too expensive to complete. When I came back inside the mother was ready to finish our 
conversation.  

I asked about the father of the children. She was obviously not that happy with her ex-
husband. She said he was not involved in the day to day care of the son. He would take his 
daughter out every other weekend for a few hours, but never offered to help with his son. She 
said, "I wouldn't trust him to care for our son properly anyway. He is too self-centered for 
that." The mother said he had been paying his child support on time ever since the state 
enforced it  over a year ago. Then he lost his job. He never offered to help out during the two 
months he was unemployed. The mother told me he had acquired another job since she wrote 
her letter for help. She was bold for her children and contacted his new employer. She had 
confirmed he was in fact now employed. She also confirmed her child support had started 
again. I complimented her on her follow through.  

I commended the mother on her excellent care-giving skills. The children were obviously 
well cared for and the house was clean. The mother had tears in her eyes as she said, "You 
have no idea how much that means to me. No one ever tells me that I am doing a good job. It 
is just good to hear." I asked if she belonged to any support groups and was happy to hear 
she had just joined one being held at one of the sons therapist groups. I knew it would be 
good for her to meet people going through the same day to day life.  

We brought the mother and children's rent and utilities up to date. We purchased new tires 
and had the repairs completed on her car. I even brought over a few books for the children to 
read together.  

The last time we spoke the mother shared her thankfulness for The Time Is Now to Help. She 
was also grateful for joining the support group and the new friends she was making there. 
She was happy to report they had even gone on a group field trip. She said it was the most 
normal she had felt in several years. The other parents had many resources and ideas to share 
with her.  I am grateful we were able to help this family get back on track and see some joy 
on the mother and children's faces.  

Together, we will continue to replace the fear, pain and suffering of poverty, with 
compassion, healing, Caring and Sharing with our hearts to change lives. Thank you for 
helping us achieve God's good works for those in desperate need.  

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal 

 Please Note We Have A New Mailing Address: Make checks payable to: The Time 
Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to Help is a 
federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. You will receive a tax deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how your 



donation provided assistance for the poverty stricken.      
 A Very Special Thank You: Pentair Foundation, Kunes' Country Chevrolet-
Cadillac, Fox Charities, Paul Ziegler, Lake Geneva School of Cooking, Chef John Bogan, 
Dick & Jean Honeyager, Katie Alder, Lake Geneva Area Realty, Jim & Ardith Drescher, 
Clarence & Marilyn Schawk, Martin Group, John Stensland & Family, ITW Foundation, Sid 
& Patty Johnson, Michael Glass, James & Marilynn Dyer, Albert & Ellen Burnell, Richard & 
Carol Hinners, Sylvester & Virginina Seick, Edward & Kathryn Drexler, Walter & Florence 
Strumpf, David & Mary Riesland, Barbara Popenhagen, David & Wallie Leitzke, Mike & 
Margaret Rifken, John Poiron, Fairfield Grange No. 679, Steve Thornton,  Raymond & 
Jeanne Kolnik, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, and all the God loving 
volunteers of all our caring food pantries, ALL of you who support The Time Is Now to Help 
donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation boxes. Anyone who would like a 
Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000.   
 Honoraries: Dan & Maureen Winkler in honor of Barb Giovanonni's 75th Birthday. 
 Memorials: Clarita Abell, family and friends in loving memory of Wally Abell. 
 Furniture Donations: Please contact us direct for any furniture, appliance or any 
item donations. (262) 249-7000  If you would like to donate your items to The Time Is Now 
to Help please email info@timeisnowtohelp.org,  message us on 
Facebook.com/thetimeisnowtohelp or call (262) 249-7000. Thank you and God Bless You. 
    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org       

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

