
Poverty In America 

At this time there are nearly 50 million Americans living in poverty in the United States. 
Over 16 million children are living in poverty. There are many misconceptions and ideas 
about causes for poverty in our country. I know there are many tragedies, wars and much 
extreme poverty in our world. What I see personally is how poverty affects the many fellow 
creations in our area and the rest of our great country. What I try to share with all of you each 
week is what I see on a daily basis and how it affects the children, handicapped, and senior 
citizens in our midst.  

By now everyone knows the bi-products of poverty: homelessness, hunger, welfare 
dependency, lack of education, teen pregnancy, and alcohol addiction. Most often these are 
the bi-products, not the cause. If everyone had a fair start at life, I do not believe they would 
choose the path that is the result of their poverty. Children growing up in these conditions are 
not going to be receiving the benefits of a stable home environment, good education, and 
emotional well being. If childhood poverty was eradicated, all children received a good 
education, and the moral and emotional support they needed, just think of the boom to our 
economy in the future. If we prevented crime before those living in desperate conditions 
were led to that lifestyle, if we prevented habits and addictions that increased the risk of poor 
health conditions later in life, what a good investment that would be in the future of our 
country. Everyone's quality of life would be improved.  

The pain and suffering, behind closed doors of pride, is overwhelming. My visits this last 
week included seeing children hungry, some living in pain due to cavities and no money for 
a dentist. An 80 year old who lost his pension, selling everything he owns in order to eat and 
keep the utilities on for his 79 year old wife. I have talked to businesses that had no choice 
but to lay off a good worker because their car broke down and they could not afford to fix the 
desperately needed transportation. I've seen the fear of a single mother with small children 
living out of their car after eviction. I've seen children cry from the shame of wearing rags to 
school. I see children unable to participate in extracurricular activities at school due to not 
having the money, and being too ashamed to ask the school for help. Together we fixed all 
these problems. We renewed their lives, sharing care and love with our fellow creations. God 
Bless you for helping.  



Bringing awareness to the plight of the poverty stricken in the United States is not just a 
moral obligation for The Time Is Now to Help. It is an investment in the future of our fellow 
Americans. It is an effort to bring those living in poverty, children, seniors, and the 
handicapped, out of their situation and into a better way of life. We all need to address the 
causes of poverty first, not just address the end result, when it is often too late to bring about 
a positive change. I want to keep the working poor family in their home or apartment, not 
have to offer emergency assistance once they are living in a car. I want to help the senior 
citizen, that has had some unexpected car repairs or medical costs, to keep on their utilities 
before they are sitting in the dark and cold for several weeks. I want to feed the handicapped 
individual, that had an extraordinarily high utility bill due to the extreme heat or cold, before 
they have gone hungry for days. Where possible, we need to create opportunities and jobs for 
the poor so they can improve their quality of life and help them achieve the means to do so.  

Minimum wage is not enough for American households to get by on. People will never be 
able to lift themselves out of poverty while being paid minimum wage. Our great nation 
cannot go forward without an educated work force.  We need access to health care. Our 
senior citizens need Medicare. Our poverty stricken children need hope for their future, along 
with guidance, knowledge and resources. We have a responsibility to our society, our 
country, to help our fellow creations get out of poverty. I also feel our government has a 
moral obligation to empower our poverty stricken fellow Americans. They stand to gain the 
most from an educated, healthy, employed workforce. Our government should be promoting 
programs that improve the quality of life for all Americans, not just a small percentage that 
has the power to lobby and support political causes. This would help to strengthen the 
economy for all Americans. Once our elected President is in office he needs to make a 
commitment to the elimination of poverty so all America can prosper.  

We need, and I pray daily for, a government by, for and of the people.  We are all Gods 
creation. All one people. All sharing one world. Our gift of life is to be shared in service to 
others, with love, not greed. We need to come together to achieve this, for the time truly is 
now to help. Thank you for your prayers, support, help and encouragement. Together, we 
make our world a better place doing God's good works.  Thank you for caring and sharing.  

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C./Sal  



 Please Help: Make checks payable to: The Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 70, Pell 
Lake, WI 53157. The Time Is Now to Help is a federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable 
organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and Illinois. You will receive a tax 
deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing exactly what every penny of your donation 
provided for the poverty stricken.          
 A Very Special Thank You: Matt & Meghan Norton & Family, Madison Dearborn 
Partners, Paul Ziegler/Ziegler Charitable Foundation , The Petco Foundation, Mark & 
Natalie Reno, Walworth Fontana Rotary Foundation, Dick & Jean Honeyager, James & 
Lynne Newman Foundation, Kunes' Country Auto Group, JL Hut Solutions, Gerald & Joyce 
Byers, Harry & Phyllis Tiggemann, Leland & Linda Swenson, Sid & Patty Johnson, Donald 
& Sharon Jerousek, John & Violet Hotzfeld, Robert & Mary Winter, James & G. Ardith 
Wissell, Jack & Mary Lou Mc Kinney, Joan Marabito Rietz, J.T. Marty, Stephen Ahlgren, 
Gregory Swanson, Barry Rueckert, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, 
and all the God loving volunteers of all our caring food pantries, ALL of you who support 
The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation boxes. 
Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262)249-
7000.           
 Memorials: Linda & Harold Ellinghausen in memory of John Peterson. Marvin 
Hersko & Audrey Wunderlin-Hersko in memory of Barbara Hersko & Donald Wunderlin. 
 Chris Ann's Resale Shop: I will continue to ask Chris Ann's Resale shop for 
furniture and household necessities to help our poverty stricken fellow Americans. If you 
have anything you would like to donate please call (262)348-9088. They are located at 406 
Hwy. 120 North, Lake Geneva, WI, in the old Floor Store building across from the Shell gas 
station and Next Door Pub. "Look for the American Flags."    	   	  

	   We Desperately Need Cars : Please donate a used car to help our fellow American’s 
get to work and other daily necessities.        
 Goodsearch for The Time Is Now:  Search the web with www.goodsearch.com and 
help to raise funds for The Time Is Now to Help. Just make www.goodsearch.com your 
homepage and pick The Time Is Now to Help as your charity.      
    Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org	  	  	  	  	  	   


