
Dear W.C., 9/6/10

I am raising my sister’s three children along with my own two children. Her husband, my
brother in law and the father of the three children, has been sent to prison for several charges.
My sister has fallen into drugs and drinking. She was neglecting her children so I stepped in
to take custody. I am raising them and loving them as my own. The problem I am having is
financially. I am in the process of applying for assistance with food and medical for the
children. I am driving an older, unreliable car that is not big enough to fit all the children in
safely. I really need help obtaining a larger vehicle. I also need help with food and clothing. I
have been to the food pantry but we still do not seem to have enough food. I have a job but
due to additional child care costs I have fallen behind. I am renting a two bedroom apartment
that is not approved for the amount of people we have living here. My landlord has already
sent me notice due to the amount of children living in my apartment. I told him it was just
temporary because I truly believed at the time it was a very temporary situation. Now it looks
like these wonderful children will be with me for a long, long time. I truly love them. They
are good kids. They really need to feel safe and stable.

Dear Readers,

I found the apartment of the writer of this letter in an apartment building that has very
reasonable rental rates. I paused for a moment outside the door to listen to the lively
conversation of the children inside. I did not hear raised voices or a blaring television or
stereo. I knocked on the door and it was answered in a second. A woman younger than I
expected answered the door. After I introduced myself and showed identification she
graciously invited me inside.

I was greeted by five children of various ages all sitting around a board game. They all
politely said hello as I was introduced. Two of the children were obviously too young to play
the board game but the older children were letting them pretend they were playing along. It
was nice to see the positive interaction between the children. The mother/aunt asked me to
speak in the kitchen out of their hearing range.

We sat at a table I knew was too small to fit the whole family. She seemed to know what I
was thinking and said she was raising her two children on her own and had only needed a
small table until several months ago. She told me the story of her sister’s decline. My goal in
these instances is to assist the children as well as we can. They have not chosen this path in
life. They need every opportunity to live a healthy productive life. That is what this
mother/aunt wanted to offer them. She was giving them love and guidance. She was making
sure they had food to eat, even to the point of eating less herself. She was making sure they



were clean, they were going to school, and giving them direction and stability. It was not an
easy task for a single mother to do but from what I had seen so far, on my unplanned visit,
she was doing a good job.

We went over her budget, lease, and assistance she had applied for. I offered to trade her car
for a minivan that had recently been donated. She was very willing to pass her older car on to
someone else in need. It needed some repairs but we would have these completed before
passing it on. She told me of a larger apartment in the same complex available for rent. When
her assistance for the children begins she would be able to afford the larger apartment. It was
not that much more expensive, but would offer one more bedroom and bathroom. This way
she could put the girls in one room and the boys in the other. The youngest child was
sleeping on a toddler bed in her room due to her night terrors she was going through. The
children were going to counseling and receiving the help they needed to recover from the
neglect and verbal abuse they had received for years.

I called her employer and told her about the situation. The employer was very empathetic and
said the woman was a very good, reliable employee. At the conclusion of our conversation
the employer gave her a 20% raise. The mother/aunt cried with gratitude over her employer’s
willingness to help and recognition of her hard work.

We helped this woman and children with immediate food assistance. We paid her late rent
and first month rent for the larger apartment. I talked to the landlord and explained her
situation. He agreed to let her move to the larger apartment and also reduced the rate as well.
He was a good Christian man with a caring and sharing heart. When we traded the van for
the car we included some gas gift cards and certificates for school supplies and clothing as
well. They were all overjoyed with the help we offered them.

When we spoke again several weeks later, they were moved into the larger apartment and
much happier with the extra space they so badly needed. The van was working much better
for them. They could all fit in it at one time for trips to the doctor, school, grocery shopping,
etc. I felt good knowing these very deserving children were getting the help they needed. The
mother and children recognized our help with individual letters; all delivered by the mother
with tearful eyes. Thank you for your Caring and Sharing. Together we make a tremendous
difference, giving hope, compassion, and sustenance to our fellow creations.

Health & Happiness, God Bless Everyone, W.C.

Please Help: Make checks payable to: The Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 70, Pell
Lake, WI 53157. The Time Is Now to Help is a federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable
organization licensed in the states of Wisconsin and Illinois. You will receive a tax
deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing exactly what every penny of your donation



provided for the poverty stricken.
Gage Lake Geneva Cruise Line Helps: We have been offered another wonderful

fundraising opportunity by Gage Lake Geneva Cruise Line. They are offering every
Thursday evening a Cocktail Cruise to benefit The Time Is Now to Help. This cruise is
available every Thursday boarding at 6:15 p.m. and returning at 8 p.m. The cruise features a
hi-lite tour of the lake shore estates, entertainment, and a complimentary boarding beverage.
When calling for reservations you need to mention code: TIN for Time Is Now and we will
receive $10 of each ticket sale. Individuals, groups, or your organization will be honored for
caring and sharing. What a great way to enjoy the beauty of Lake Geneva and give back to
those less fortunate in our area. Call (262) 248-6206 for reservations. 

A Very Special Thank You:  Drew Linendoll, Richard H. Driehaus Charitable Lead
Trust, Leather Lips Watersports, Clarence & Marilyn Schawk, Katie Alder, Dick & Jean
Honeyager, Dennis & Christine Haak, Marilyn Kolovos, Charles & Lucille Coates, Dan &
Regina Mehring, Darlene Bolton, Martin O’Brien, Susan Russella, Michael Glass, Thelma
Robbins, R. Gary Stollenwerk, Dennis & Jeanne Ludwig, James Bjornstad & Karen Aasen,
Marie Kerkman, W.C. Family Resource Center/Food Pantry volunteers, ALL of you who
support The Time Is Now to Help donation boxes, and the businesses that allow our donation
boxes. Anyone who would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call
(262)249-7000. 

We Desperately Need Cars: Please donate a used car to help our fellow American’s
get to work and other daily necessities.

Goodsearch for The Time Is Now:  Search the web with www.goodsearch.com and
help to raise funds for The Time Is Now to Help. Just make www.goodsearch.com your
homepage, pick The Time Is Now as your charity and the rest is simple.

                          Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org


